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Teresa Juksaar (Baa-baa!, director)

Teresa Juksaar is a film director from Tallinn, Estonia. She 
studied at the Sarajevo Film Academy and later at the Baltic 
Film, Media and Arts School (BFM), graduating in 2022 with 
a degree in film directing. Her student film The King won the 
national competition at PÖFF Shorts (2021) and the Oslo Film 
Festival (2021).

Teresa draws inspiration from life's absurdities and from her 
grandmother, who believed that the ability to find humour in 
every moment is the only way to come out of this world as a 
winner.

Besides directing, Teresa works as a director's assistant, script 
supervisor, and casting director.

Arne Dahr (With Grace, producer)

Producer/director of documentary, arthaus and children's films 
since the beginning of 2000. Ran the Norwegian film school for 
several years. CEO of Lightsource Film Productions AS and 
Sleazemania AS.



Nathaniel H'Limi (La Vie de château, mon enfance à Versailles, co-director)

Nathaniel H'Limi was born in Paris in 1984. After graduating in 
Visual Communication, he enrolled at the Beaux-Arts, where he 
experimented with drawing, animation, and photography as 
ways of telling stories through images. He began his career 
directing music videos and commissioned films, and started 
travelling to develop his graphic vocabulary.

He co-directed with Clémence Madeleine-Perdrillat La vie de 
Château, an award-winning TV movie. The adventure 
continued with the adaptation into a series and a feature film.

Alongside his work as a director, Nathaniel writes and illustrates 
children's books: Jean-Chat voit dans le noir and La vie de 
Château (6 volumes) - Ecole des Loisirs, Un nouveau monde - 
La Martinière, La Traversée de Jim - Robert Laffont.

Nathaniel also performs on stage in the animated show 
Jean-Chat voit dans le noir with his colleagues Sabine 
Zovighian and Grégoire Terrier.

Sigrid Klausmann (Girls Don’t Cry, director)

Sigrid Klausmann, born in the Black Forest, grew up 
with six siblings. Her childhood, she says, has been the 
cornerstone for her interest in art and children. At first, 
she worked as a sports teacher, and as a teacher in 
modern dance, she choreographed several full-length 
plays with young people. She has been working since 
2003 as a director and founded Schneegans 
Productions, jointly with her husband, Walter Sittler.

Since 2011, Sigrid Klausmann has been the leading 
director of the short film series “199 LITTLE 
S*HEROES”, which won multiple awards around the 
world.

Sigrid Klausmann completes her career as a filmmaker 
with “GIRLS DON’T CRY”, a film with which she hopes 
to empower a new generation of young girls.



Virginia Nardelli (The Castle, co-director) & Stefano La Rosa (The Castle, co-director)

Virginia Nardelli is a documentary filmmaker and 
founder of “La Bandita,” a cultural association 
based in Palermo.
After studying Communication Design (Milan), 
she trained in observational and participatory 
cinema at the Centro Sperimentale di 
Cinematografia (Palermo).
Her graduation film "There’s a Wolf in the Park 
of the King" premiered in 2019. Her 
feature-length debut, “The Castle”, co-directed 
with Danny Biancardi and Stefano La Rosa, 
premiered at CPH:DOX.
In her work, Virginia combines creative 
authorship and collective processes, often 
working with communities through workshops 
and hybrid narratives.

Stefano La Rosa is a director and 
screenwriter based between Paris and 
Palermo. Among his collaborations, he 
worked as a layout supervisor and assistant 
director on “Samouni Road” by Stefano 
Savona (selected at the Quinzaine des 
Réalisateurs at the Cannes Film Festival 
and winner of the Oeil D'Or). He is currently 
developing his first feature fiction film, 
awarded with the Comedy Lab Award 2024 
by Torino Film Lab.

Brian Durnin (Spilt Milk, director)

Brian Durnin is an award-winning filmmaker 
from Dublin, Ireland. He recently directed the 
80s-set feature film “Spilt Milk,” which had its 
premiere at Tallinn Black Nights in Estonia. The 
film was nominated for 4 awards at the 2025 
IFTAs, including Best Picture and Best Director. 
Spilt Milk also picked up the prestigious Mubi 
Audience Award at the Glasgow Film Festival, 
the Golden Slipper at Zlin Film Festival, and the 
Audience Award at the Mediterranean Film 
Festival.
Brian Durnin’s short films have screened at 
numerous prestigious international festivals, 
including TriBeCa and Raindance. He has won 
awards at Cork, Kerry, Galway, Belfast, 
Raindance, and Rome (Filmare).



Jiyun Jeong (A Walk into the Afterlife, director)

Jiyun is a filmmaker and visual artist raised in South 
Korea and New Zealand. She began her university 
studies in New Zealand, focusing on live-action, and 
completed her bachelor's in animation in 
Luxembourg in 2022.
Jiyun’s student works have won awards in both 
mediums, fueling her dream to become a director. 
After working as an animator for a feature film, ‘Fox 
and Hare: Save the Forest,’ she followed her goal to 
work on her directorial debut, ‘A Walk into the 
Afterlife.’
Drawing from her international upbringing and 
multi-faceted approach to visual media, she will 
continue to build her body of work as a director with 
depth and sensitivity that resonates with the viewers.

Wiep Teeuwisse (The 
Refusers, director)

Wiep Teeuwisse (1993) is a 
director and animator based in 
Rotterdam. She graduated in 
Animation from HKU and 
completed a Master’s degree 
in Directing Animation at the 
National Film and Television 
School in London.
Her Depart at 22 won the 
Cristal for Best Graduation 
Film at the Annecy 
International Animation 
Festival. Her debut film 

Intermission Expedition 
received global recognition 
and was screened in more 
than 70 festivals. 
Wiep works with 
drawn-on-paper animation, 
stop-motion, and other 
analogue techniques.



Tyro Heath (Happy Snaps, director)

Tyro is a writer, director, and photographer. Her latest 
short, ‘Happy Snaps’, premiered at the BFI London 
Film Festival and was supported by the BFI 
NETWORK.
Known for her soulful, evocative style and for working 
with first-time screen performers, her films explore 
relatable stories about family, youth, love, and loss. 
She is currently developing her debut feature film, 
RAY’S ROAD, a father-daughter movie.

Nina Khada (Night Watchers, director)

Nina Khada is a French and Algerian filmmaker 
based in Marseille, directing fiction and documen-
tary films. Her first short documentary, Fatima, is a 
found footage film in which she uses French colonial 
archive films to tell the story of her grandmother. It 
was selected for around fifty festivals. She then made 
I bit my tongue, which explores the quest for her lost 
language through encounters with inhabitants of Tu-
nis. The film won the Silver Foal for Best Documen-
tary at FESPACO in Ouagadougou. Night Watchers 
is a fiction film starring Sonia Faidi, shot in Algeria. It 
concludes Nina’s family trilogy. Nina Khada is cur-
rently developing a short fiction film in Marseille and 
a feature film in Algeria. She has edited more than 
thirty films for cinema and television.



Mirjana Balogh (Wish You Were Ear, direc-

Mirjana Balogh is a Hungarian 
animation director, illustrator, 
and graphic designer. Her work 
blends abstraction and reality, 
often drawing inspiration from 
the aesthetics of machines.
She co-organizes the 
Ukmukfukk Zine Festival, 
showcasing self-published 
magazines.
Her graduation film, Wish You 
Were Ear, premiered at the 
2025 Berlinale and won the 
Crystal Bear for Best Short 
Film.

Franziska Schönenberger (Maya’s Song, co-director) & Jayakrishnan Subramanian 
(Maya’s Song, co-director)

Franziska Schönenberger and Jayakrishnan 
Subramanian are a German–Indian directing duo 
whose work explores identity, belonging, and social 
expectations.

Their films combine documentary and fiction with 
animation and hybrid forms. Their debut feature 
documentary AMMA & APPA premiered at the 
Berlinale, was released in German cinemas, and 
screened at more than 50 international festivals. Their 
second feature, THE SHADOWS OF THE DESERT, 
premiered at DOK.fest Munich and the São Paulo 
International Film Festival before its theatrical release 
in 2019.



With their shorts RETTAI JADAI – The Girl with the 
Red Ribbons, MY MIRROR, and MAYA’S SONG, they 
received wide recognition.

Current projects include INVISIBLE ROOM, supported 
by the ARD Program Award, the Tamil short 
MAPPILLAI – The Groom, and the immersive XR 
experience THE G.O.A.T., funded by FFF Bayern and 
BKM in collaboration with French–Indian company 
Trampoline Media.

Alongside filmmaking, they lead workshops on 
storytelling, film culture, and diversity at institutions 
such as HFF Munich, Bauhaus University, and the 
Goethe-Institut. Their joint work questions cultural and 
gender stereotypes while opening new perspectives 
between Europe and India.

Piret Sigus (Robot Leo, co-director) & Silja Saarepuu (Robot Leo, co-director)

Piret Sigus (1976) is an Estonian 
independent animation author, 
graduated from the Estonian 
Academy of Arts. She is a founder 
of animation studio Animailm.

Piret’s first animation project 
together with Silja Saarepuu, "The 
Turnip" (2022), has been selected 
for countless festivals, and is still 
touring (and collecting awards) as 
we speak.

Selected filmography:

"Tiit and Selma" (2000); "Curious 
Ox Sale" (2004); “One By One!” 
(2011); ”The Pipe Piper” (2014); 
“The Turnip” (2022); "Robot Leo" 
(2025).



Silja Saarepuu (1973) is an Estonian artist 
and animation author, graduated from the 
Estonian Academy of Arts.
Saarepuu’s first animation project together 
with Piret Sigus, "The Turnip" (2022), has 
been selected for countless festivals, and is 
still touring (and collecting awards) as we 
speak.
Selected filmography:
"The Turnip" (2022); "Robot Leo" (2025)

Isabela Costa (Le petit et le géant, director)

Isabela Costa is a Brazilian filmmaker based in Paris. She is 
a director and set designer with a background in special 
effects makeup. Isabela graduated from the Academia 
Internacional de Cinema in Rio de Janeiro in 2016 and 
worked on several productions in Brazil before moving to 
France in 2018. There, she earned a master’s degree in 
directing at Paris 8 University, developing her skills in 
stop-motion animation. Her work emphasizes hand-crafted 
sets and puppets, combining technical precision with 
attention to detail in frame-by-frame animation.



Bára Anna Stejskalová (9 Million Colors, director)

Bára Anna Stejskalová finished her MA at 
the TV School of the Academy of 
Performing Arts in Prague. Her 
graduation film The Fishermen (2017) 
was shortlisted for a BAFTA award. Her 
film Love Is Just a Death Away (2020) 
had its US premiere at SXSW, was on the 
BAFTA shortlist, and won two prizes at 
the Palm Springs festival, among many 
others.
Bára Anna Stejskalová worked as the Art 
Director for the VR film Darkening (2022, 
Venice IFF premiere). Her next project, 
the underwater stop-motion musical 9 
Million Colors, is currently touring the 
festivals. She is also a director of the 
animation company DIVIZE, founded in 
2021.

Eloise Jenninger (The Last Garden, director)

As an animation director and filmmaker, Eloise 
Jenninger is driven to use the medium of animation 
to share stories about nature, ecology, and the 
world’s changing climate. She creates colourful, 
character-centered films that take inspiration from 
her science background to tell entertaining and 
educational stories.
In her future film projects, Eloise is interested in 
using reimaginations of myths to help audiences 
reconnect with nature. She is writing her first 
feature animation film and developing several short 
films.



Daphne Lucker (Vlam, director)

Daphne Lucker (1994, Groningen) is a 
director and photographer based in 
Amsterdam. Through poetic and 
physical imagery, she explores themes 
like loss, family, and identity. Always 
aiming to capture raw, unspoken 
emotion.
Daphne’s graduation film SISTERS 
(Netherlands Filmacademy Amsterdam 
2018) won multiple international 
awards, and was followed by the TV 
film ECHO (NTR), the dance film HER 
BODY, and her first feature VLAM.
Daphne also studied at the Academy 
of Photography in Amsterdam. Her 
photo work, including contributions to 
Het Parool, offers intimate glimpses 
into people’s lives. Insights that 
continue to shape her storytelling as a 
filmmaker.

Thibault Chollet (The Empty Panel, director)

As a self-taught artist, Thibault Chollet 
learned about animation in his student 
room during his college years. He then 
worked on various animation series, 
mainly as an assistant director, while 
continuing to create his own short films.



Marjolijn Prins (Fantastique, director)

Anna Demianenko (Rounds, director)

Marjolijn Prins (1987, the Netherlands) is a 
documentary filmmaker with a background in 
the arts. During her fine arts studies, 
Marjolijn researched the possibility of 
directing her life as if it were a fiction film. 
She tried to travel on a camel from France to 
the Netherlands, but not a single step of the 
journey went according to the script. When 
the beauty of failure and the unexpected was 
embraced, her love for documentaries was 
born.
Marjolijn graduated with her Master’s Degree 
at the Ritcs in Brussels. Her graduation film 
MUM, ME, AND THE HOUSE (2016) won 
several awards (including at the London 
International Documentary Festival). She 
co-directed two seasons of the web series 
HAIRY HEROES and the short documentary 
PAPER BORDERS (2022) with a group of 
young refugees in Brussels.

Anna Demianenko is a Ukrainian director and 
producer, based in the Netherlands. Her work 
focuses on female-driven narratives and socially 
engaged themes. She directed the award-winning 
short film KEEP A FIGHT (Ukraine) and the 
documentary CAGED (Spain). Her short WINE 
(2021) screened at festivals in Canada, Ukraine, 
Italy, Ireland, the USA, India, and the 
Netherlands. Her latest film, ROUNDS (2024), 
featuring an all-female cast and shot on analog 
film, explores the cycle of bullying and revenge 
and won the Youth Jury Award at Asti Film 
Festival 2024.

Anna co-produced CONVOI EXCEPTIONNEL 
(2019), selected for the Debut Competition at the 
Netherlands Film Festival. Additional 
co-productions include CROSSING THE BLUE 
(2022), THOUGHTS ON PEACE IN AN AIR 
RAID, and UNAVAILABLE, selected for the 
Orizzonti Short Films Competition at the Venice 
International Film Festival 2025.



Alex Salu (Gilbert, director)

Alex Salu is an artist born in 
Gijón (Spain) and based in 
Barcelona, with a background 
in visual arts, including 
illustration, photography, 
animation, and graphic design.
Alix is currently working in a 
video game studio and is 
preparing his next short film 
with Arturo Lacal and Jordi 
Jiménez, co-directors of 
Gilbert.

Norbert Lechner (The Secret Floor, director)

Norbert Lechner (1961) is a screenwriter, 
director, and producer. He graduated in 
German, philosophy, and art history.

In 1985, he directed his first short film, 
BAUCHWUNDE. In 1991, he directed and 
produced his first feature film, WOUNDED 
FACES.

His children’s feature films THE BOY WHO 
LOOKS FOR GOLD (TONI 
GOLDWASCHER, 2007), TOM SAWYER 
AND HIS FRIENDS (TOM UND HACKE, 
2012), and FORTUNE FAVORS THE 
BRAVE (ENTE GUT!, 2016) won multiple 
awards.

In 2019, he shot the feature film THE WALL 
BETWEEN US (ZWISCHEN UNS DIE 
MAUER). He finished his latest children’s 
feature, THE SECRET FLOOR, in February 
2025.



Annette Saugestad (The Rumble Bumble Rally, director)

Annette Saugestad is an artist, 
illustrator, animator, and children’s 
book author. She has a degree 
from the Academy of Fine Arts in 
Bergen and Konstfack in 
Stockholm. She has directed 
several short films and has 
designed and illustrated picture 
books, animated films, and 
interactive installations, mainly for 
children. Annette also conducts 
workshops, in which she teaches 
children about animation, art, and 
creative writing.

Paul Galli (People Under Water, director)

After abandoning his journalism studies, Paul 
began studying "Motion Pictures" at Hochschule 
Darmstadt. He can't decide between 
documentary and narrative filmmaking. Through 
his films, he seeks to find unconventional 
answers to everyday questions, drawing from his 
own experiences. His works have been 
showcased at German and international film 
festivals.



Ana Asensio (Goat Girl, director)

Ana Asensio is an actress, writer, and director. Originally from 
Spain, she has lived in New York City since 2001. She started 
her career performing in children's plays as well as in TV series 
in Spain. She has acted in films both in Spain and in the USA.

In the theater, Ana has performed Off-Broadway in New York with 
three contemporary one-woman shows. Ana wrote, directed, 
produced, and acted in her first film, Most Beautiful Island, which 
won the Grand Jury Award at SXSW Film Festival and was 
nominated for an Independent Spirit Award in 2018.

Ana wrote and directed her second feature film, Goat Girl, which 
opened in theaters across Spain in Spring 2025.

Zaïde Bil (I’d love to see you, co-director) & Sébastien Segers (I’d love to see you, 
co-director)

Zaïde Bil (1990) grew up in Groningen (NL) 
with a Surinamese mother and a Dutch 
father. She graduated in 2013 as a jour-
nalist and in 2018 as a documentary direc-
tor from RITCS, School of Arts in Brussels.
With her graduation film MEMRE YU (2018) 
she won the VAF Wildcard for Documen-
tary and she recently co-directed SHE 
THEY US (2023), awarded with the Ensor
for Best Documentary Series.



Documentary director and producer based in 
Brussels.

Jérémie Mazurek (Autokar & 
The Mud Under My Window, 
producer)

After graduating from La Cambre 
with a degree in Animation Cinema 
in 2007, Jérémie Mazurek founded 
Studio ENCLUME ANIMATION 
in Brussels with Rémi Durin, 
Paul Jadoul, and Constantin Beine. 
Jérémie coordinates a writing 
residency programme for animation 
authors at the Résidence de 
l'Enclume. In 2020, he founded OZÙ 
Productions, a production company 
specialising in animation, with 
screenwriter Christophe Beaujean. 
Their credo? Fiction for adults, 
combining the uniqueness of an 
author's perspective with the 
universality of the subject matter. To

move or disturb, to make people 
laugh and think.



Pascale Hecquet (Premières neiges, director)

Trained at the Academy of Fine Arts in 
Tournai, Pascale Hecquet is the author of 
15 animated short films that have been 
screened in cinemas and at festivals. The 
director pays particular attention to cinema 
for young audiences, with a desire to both 
make them laugh and tackle important 
topics for children in a fantastical way, such 
as mutual aid, sharing, friendship, and even 
gluttony...
Pascale Hecquet also makes animated 
documentaries that allow viewers to 
immerse themselves in authentic slices of 
life and give voice to others.

Arnaud Demuynck (Premières neiges, director)

A screenwriter, director, and producer 
of animated films for over 30 years, 
Arnaud Demuynck specialises in short 
films for young audiences. He puts to-
gether programmes that are released 
in cinemas, to the delight of cinema-goers.
Arnaud is a storyteller who shares his 
stories orally at cabarets and storytelling 
walks, in community cafés, or on open 
stages across Belgium.



Marc-Henri Wajnberg (Prout, director)

Marc-Henri Wajnberg is a Belgian director and 
producer. He studied film at INSAS in 
Brussels. He is also a screenwriter, actor, and 
director of the production company 
Wajnbrosse Productions.
Marc-Henri has directed more than 2,700 short 
and very short films, documentaries, feature 
films, an interactive virtual reality film, and 2D 
and stop-motion animations.

Sylwia Szkiladz (Autokar, director)

Sylwia Szkiladz was born in Poland and grew 
up surrounded by nature. This region inspires 
her to tell stories in many different ways: 
through animation, illustration, and painting.
A graduate of La Cambre in animated film, 
she made two films during her studies: 
‘Limaçon et caricoles’ (2012) and ‘La Soupe 
aux fraises’ (2014). In 2015, she co-directed 
‘Le Renard minuscule’ with Aline Quertain at 
the Folimage studios. ‘Autokar’ is her first 2D 
animated short film.
Sylwia shares her love of creativity through 
animated film workshops that she runs via 
her collective ‘Les Films du Lapin masqué’.



Chloë van Baar (Cinekid, producer)

Chloë van Baar (1997) was born in the 
Netherlands. In 2018, she graduated in Media and 
Culture from the University of Amsterdam, and in 
2020, she got her MA in Film Studies. Starting as 
an intern at the programming department for 
the festival in 2018, Chloë has now been working 
as a programmer and producer for Cinekid for 
several years.

Gesa Carstensen (Mo & Friese, administrative director)

Gesa is the administrative director of the Mo&-
Friese Young Audience Short Film Festival 
in Hamburg. She studied German language and 
literature and media studies and has worked in 
various positions at the Shortfilm Agency Hamburg 
for over 10 years.



Ilia ten Böhmer (Inundation, director) & Charlotte Spronk (Inundation, producer)

In 2016, Ilia graduated from the HKU as a director 
and screenwriter with the science fiction film "The 
I in Me." In 2017, he created the intimate family 
drama "In de Zomer," which premiered at the 2018 
Netherlands Film Festival and won the Buma 
Award for Best Composition. In 2025, the poetic 
film "Inundation" celebrated its world premiere at 
the prestigious Giffoni Film Festival.

In 2025, Ilia ten Böhmer founded Nami | Agency 
for Social Change, which creates stories that inspire 
behavioural change.

Charlotte is a passionate producer with an eye for detail. 
She prefers to work on international projects and 
projects that deal with social issues. With her experi-
ence in both commercials and fiction, she feels at home 
in both industries. Charlotte enjoys being involved in a 
project from start to finish. In 2016, she won the NAPA 
Award for Young Talent and founded her production 
company Feather Films, which produces films on urgent 
social issues. She is open to new projects and collabora-
tions for short films and feature films from the end of 2025 
onwards.



Timothée Crabbé (Olivia and the Invisible Earthquake, animator)

Timothée Crabbé (30) graduated with a 
Master's Degree in Audiovisual Arts at LUCA 
School of Arts, Brussels. After his graduation, 
Timothée started working as a stop-motion 
animator for TV series and several short films at 
the Beast Animation Studio in Belgium.
In 2022, he worked with Animal Tank on the 
Oscar-nominated short film "Beautiful Men" 
directed by Nicolas Keppens.
His international career started in Switzerland 
with the feature film "Sauvages" by Claude 
Barras, followed by "Olivia and the Invisible 
Earthquake" by Irene Iborra, the first 
stop-motion feature film made in Barcelona.

Dorien Schetz (Olivia and the Invisible Earthquake, assistant director)

Not long after finishing a thesis on Stop Motion 
Animation and an internship as set & props builder on 
Oh Willy by Emma De Swaef & Marc Roels, Dorien 
started working at Beast Animation in 2012 as a 
production assistant. For 11 years, she worked with Ben 
Tesseur & Steven De Beul on many Beast productions, 
as a production assistant, studio manager, line 
producer, or first assistant. She worked on series, short 
films, advertisements, music videos, and corporate 
videos, from development to post-production, all of 
them in stop motion animation! Amongst her personal 
favorites are: Bloomstraat 11 and The Miracle by Nienke 
Deutz, This Magnificent Cake! by Emma De Swaef & 
Marc Roels and The Smile by Erik van Schaaik.
In 2023, Dorien had the chance to work as Assistant 
Director on Claude Barras’ feature: Sauvages! the first 
AD on Olivia y el Terremoto Invisible by Irène Ibora in
Barcelona. And many interesting projects are waiting at 

the horizon!



Nette Claeys (Studio Globo, speaker)

Nette Claeys is an educational assistant at 
Studio Globo, an NGO promoting glob-
al solidarity, and has a great passion for 
film. She trained as a historian and holds an 
advanced bachelor's degree in Global Citizen-
ship.



Noé Garcia (Poisson Nuage, director)

After studying Visual Arts at the Beaux-Arts in Mont-
pellier, Noé Garcia went on to study Animation at La 
Cambre in Brussels. His graduation film “Unusual 
Sunset” offered Noé the opportunity to use techniques 
in different directions. The images I produce are creat-
ed using a combination of traditional and digital tech-
niques. The stories I tell mix dreams and nightmares, 
the world of children and adults.

Juliette Klinke (Everything is Temporary, 
director)

Writer and director Juliette Klinke works between 
Switzerland and Belgium. Her first two short fiction 
films, "Nelson" and "Les Dauphines", and her short 
documentary "In the silence of an abyssal sea" have 
been selected for several festivals around the world 
and won numerous awards. Her first feature-length 
documentary "Everything is temporary" had its world 
premiere at the Visions du Réel international film 
festival in 2024, traveled in different festivals, was 
awarded and had a theatrical and TV release in 
Switzerland in 2025.



Catherine Le Goff (Wiels Marsh, director)

Catherine Le Goff creates short animated films and 
engravings.

Janne Willockx (A Single Day, director)

Janne recently graduated as an animator and 
director, and is now promoting her first short 
film "A Single Day".



Morena Schwarzwälder (Under My Shell, director)

Morena Schwarzwälder is a director from Amsterdam who is 
currently pursuing a master's degree in Fiction Directing at 
RITCS in Brussels. Her bachelor's film Onder mijn schild (Under 
My Shell) was screened at the Brussels Short Film Festival, 
among other venues.



JURY MEMBERS
&

PROFESSIONAL 
EVENTS



Faridah Nabaggala (ECFA Short Jury)

Faridah Shakoor Nabaggala is the founder and artistic 
director of Abloom, a Norwegian film and cultural festival 
focused on inclusion and representation of children and 
youth with disabilities. She is a social entrepreneur, author, 
and cultural leader, and has received several national honors 
for her work, including the King’s Medal of Merit. Faridah, 
who is passionate about using film as a tool for 
empowerment, joins the ECFA Jury with a strong passion for 
diverse, inclusive storytelling in children’s cinema.

Eva-Maria Schneider-Reuter (ECFA Short Jury)

Eva-Maria Schneider-Reuter lives in Berlin, Germany. She 
works as a freelance moderator in cinemas and at fes-
tivals, as a film educator in numerous participatory proj-
ects with children and young people, an author of school 
materials and moderation guides as well as a programmer 
for festivals and short film series. When she wants to get 
people excited about cinema and film, she draws on her 
background as an actress and storyteller, and is particularly 
interested in the stories and narrative intentions. In her 
engagement with films and screenplays, the question always 
rises: What does this have to do with me?



Francisca Delgado (ECFA Short Jury)

Due to her keen interest in working with 
young children, Francisca Delgado began 
her professional career by supervising 
summer activities at schools and colleges. 
She found her niche in the performing arts 
and graduated in Artistic Studies from the 
University of Lisbon.

She did an internship at IndieJúnior, a 
section of the IndieLisboa Festival 
specifically aimed at children and young 
people. She joined the team at A Porta 
Amarela, an arts education project, where 
she organised workshops and classes for 
children, and at the Central Creative 
Collaboration Studio, which supports and 
sponsors projects and associations.

Darko Basheski (ECFA Doc Jury)

Film professional Darko Basheski (Macedonia) 
specialised in Cinematography at the Faculty of 
Dramatic Arts in Skopje. Since 2008, he has served 
as managing director of the Macedonian Film Fund, 
director of the Macedonian Film Agency, and on the 
board of EURIMAGES.

He is executive director of the Giffoni Macedonia 
Youth Film Festival - a branch of the Italian Giffoni 
Experience - engaging young audiences with 
cinema. By showcasing thought-provoking films 
and fostering cross-cultural collaboration, the 
festival inspires young cinephiles across the 
Western Balkans region. The festival, that puts 
emphasis on education and creative expression, is 
a hub where future talent is nurtured.



Anneke de Lind Van Wijngaarden (ECFA Doc Jury)

Gailė Janulevičė (ECFA Doc Jury)

Anneke de Lind van Wijngaarden is a Dutch 
documentary filmmaker from Amsterdam. She 
studied Film at the Royal Academy of Art in The 
Hague. In her work, Anneke searches for poetry, 
humour and lightness in sometimes heavy subjects.

Gailė Janulevičė is Head of Educational 
Programmes at Kaunas Cinema Centre 
"Romuva", the oldest film theatre in Lithuania, 
dedicated to promoting film culture and European 
cinema, where she curates film screenings and 
educational programmes (stop-motion animation, 
script writing workshops, film quizzes,...) for 
children and youth.

Gailė Janulevičė is involved in developing 
educational initiatives within several international 
projects, with a strong focus on fostering media 
literacy, encouraging young people to discover the 
richness of European cinema.

Kaja Łuczyńska (ECFA Doc Jury)

Filmeducator Kaja Łuczyńska graduated and got 
her PhD at the Jagiellonian University (Film 
Studies & American Studies). She works at Kino 
Pod Baranami in Cracow (Poland) as a 
coordinator of film education programmes, and is 
a member of ZEF – Zespół Edukatorów 
Filmowych (Team of Film Educators). Kajaz runs 
a Facebook fanpage called “Orbitowanie bez



cukru” and a weekly programme on Radio Kraków about TV shows called “Seriale na raz”.

Samira Zabat (ECFA Feature Jury)

Samira Zaïbat is an in audience development and audi-
ence outreach in the film industry. As president of 
Jolifanto and director of MOUV and Jolikino, she runs 
a travelling cinema and a media education 
programme for children families. Through MOUV's innovative 
strategies, she attracts new audiences bringing cinema 
closer to local communities. Thanks to Jolikino and 
the Ciné-Club Ados, young expert bilingual and by people 
learn to discover cinema, programme films and develop a criti-
cal analysis of visual media.

Timothé Brocard (ECFA Feature Jury)

As musician and film lover, Timothé Brocard is passionate 
about festivals for film and performing arts. After volunteering 
for several festivals and completing his studies in political 
science, he became a production assistant at the FIDMarseille 
festival, dedicated to independent cinema and debut films. 
Today, as manager of the Ciné-Jeune de l'Aisne organisation, 
he is jointly responsible for one of the oldest youth film festivals 
in France. He looks after the logistical production of the festival, 
is a member of the film selection committee, and sometimes 
acts as a chaperon for exchanges with other European festivals.



Emma Tirand (ECFA Feature Jury & Benshi Distribution Jury)
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Emma Tirand is acquisitions manager for 
Benshi, the platform for children's films. 
Every month, she searches for new films 
for families and helps edit the platform.

Monica Wahi (CIFEJ Jury)

Monica Wahi is a children’s film expert who has been working 
as a curator, acquisition consultant & creative producer for 
young audiences for more than 20 years. She has served as Cre-
ative Head of Children’s Film Society India, Going to School 
and Lennep Media. She has worked with various interna-
tional film festivals as Children’s Film Curator or Artistic / 
Programme Director, including the Int’l Children’s Film Festival 
of India; Sharjah Children’s Film Festival; Jio MAMI Mumbai 
Film Festival; Dharamshala Film Festival; Children’s Film 
Festival Kerala; Smile Film Festival; Bulbul Children’s Film Festi-
val; and Cinevesture Film Festival.
From 2016-2018 Monica had the honour of curating a World Cine-
ma channel for children broadcasted by Tata Sky, India’s leading 
DTH network. She has served on various film juries across the 
world, including as a voting juror for the International Emmy Awards.

Andrey Hadjivasilev (CIFEJ jury)

Andrey Hadjivasilev holds a BA in Film Directing and an MA 
in Film Production from the New Bulgarian University, Sofia, and 
specialised at the FAMU Film Academy in Prague. In re-
cent years, he has focused on reviving Bulgariancine-
ma for children by making two feature films for a young au-
dience. He is a member of EFA - European Film Academy and 
CIFEJ - International Centre for Films for Children & Young People.



Adam Dvorak (CIFEJ Jury)

Adam Dvorak is a Czech film & television producer 
and editor. Since 2002, he has been producing 
more than 11 feature films with his own company 
(The Movie Company). As an editor, he worked on 
over 40 feature films and several TV series. Be-
tween 2006 and 2012, Adam Dvorak was Head of 
the Bioscop film distribution company.

Marije Brouwer (TV Jury)

As a content buyer for youth programming at NPO 
(Dutch Public Broadcasting) Zapp and Zappelin, Mar-
ije Brouwer selects high-quality series that inform, 
inspire, and entertain children, with storytelling that 
resonates with young audiences. Her role involves 
curating a strong mix of animated and live-action 
series that support NPO’s educational and cultural 
mission. From preschool programming on Zap-
pelin to content for older children on Zapp, Marije 
seeks out stories that reflect today’s world while 
fostering creativity, empathy, and curiosity.



Kévin Giraud (Press Jury)

Yves Calbert (Press Jury)

Kévin Giraud is a freelance film journalist and 
editor-in-chief of Surimpressions magazine. He is 
an animation enthusiast, lives in Brussels and 
has been writing as a freelancer in French and 
English for five years, mainly about animation.

Film journalist since 1999, Yves is now affiliated with the 
"Union de la Critique de Cinéma" ("UCC"). After being a 
dancer in the troupe "Up With People" in the USA and Latin 
America, and a tour guide for different tour operators in Asia 
and Europe, he worked as the director-animator of a 
francophone cultural radio program and as an associate 
professor of French.



Nicole Bourdon (Press Jury)

Nicole Bourdon is a radio film journalist with a life-
long passion for cinema. She holds a Master’s degree 
in French and Romance Languages from UCL and 
a specialization in audiovisual communica-
tion from IAD. Since 2020, she has co-produced and 
co-hosted Les Cinéfilmes, a weekly program on Radio 
Equinoxe entirely dedicated to film releases and 
film festivals..
Over the years, she has conducted numerous in-
terviews with directors, actors, and producers, and 
regularly writes insightful reviews on new releases and 
streaming discoveries for her dedicated Ins-
tagram page (@les_cinefilmes).
A member of the UCC since 2023, Nicole 
also frequently serves on various juries 
for press and critics’ awards.

Barbara della Faille (Belgian Short Film Award - La Quadrature du Cercle Jury)

Barbara developed a strong love for the creative possibilities 
of animated films at a young age. After studying film 
directing at the IAD, she started working as a columnist at 
Ameniclap, where she interviewed Belgian filmmakers. She 
later joined the Belgian Short Film Agency, first as head of 
festival distribution and later as coordinator.

Yanis Karkache (Belgian Short Film Award - La Quadrature du Cercle Jury)

Yanis is convinced of the power of cinema as a means of 
communication. He worked as a mediator for young 
audiences at Rencontres Audiovisuelles (FR) before settling 
in Belgium to study socio-cultural animation. He is currently
a project manager at the Cultural Centre of Schaerbeek, 
where he uses cinema to forge links between young and old.



Céline Lespagnard (Belgian Short Film Award - La Quadrature du Cercle Jury)

Céline is passionate about arthouse films and has been 
working as an animator for the non-profit organisation Ciné-
marche for 15 years. She is responsible for communication, 
programming and animation within various film clubs for chil-
dren, documentaries and short films.

Thomas Prud’homme (Belgian Short Film Award - La Quadrature du Cercle Jury)

This Bordeaux native recently moved to Brussels and works 
as a project manager at Escale du Nord, Anderlecht's Cultural 
Centre. In this large municipality, he aims to transform the 
cinema into a meeting place that opens doors to previously 
unknown worlds. His latest project: Ciné-Yazan, solidarity 
screenings in the presence of filmmakers to raise money for a 
family in Gaza.



Antoine Schwarz (Belgian Short Film Award - La Quadrature du Cercle jury)

Ever since he was a child, Antoine has pre-
ferred to spend his afternoons watching 
films and reading books rather than playing 
with his friends. He has found a warm home 
at the Maison de la Création, the cultural centre 
of Laken and
Neder-Over-Heembeek, where he can contin-
ue to watch films... And above all, continue 
to share them!

Barbara Kamp (Masterclass Inclusion, speaker)

After studying French and Pedagogy and following a 
PHD, Barbara Kamp worked for more than 10 years 
in a company distributing international films for 
educational purposes. In 2003, she founded her own 
business. METHODE FILM focuses on international 
short films, from a clear educational perspective.



Kalliopi Charalampous (Masterclass Inclusion, speaker)

Calliope Charalambous is the Founder and Director of the Ath-
ens International Children’s Film Festival. With studies in Hu-
manities (BA) and Theatre (MA), she has worked extensively 
as a director and producer in theatre and television. 
She has produced large-scale TV shows, music and cultural 
events, as well as youth marketing initiatives. A mother 
herself, she brings her passion for storytelling and cre-
ativity to the festival, aiming to inspire, entertain, and empower 
young audiences.

Pieter Verstrate (Masterclass Inclusion, panel speaker)

Pieter Verstraete is a professor of Educational 
Sciences specialising in the history of education and 
teaching. Together with several colleagues, he 
founded the Leuven DisABILITY Film Festival in 
2011.

He has published books such as "The Art of 
Avoidance" (about culture and resistance in the 
Islamic Republic of Iran), "Silence in the Classroom" 
(about the history of silence in schools), and 
"Mutilated Silence" (about the re-education of 
Belgian war invalids from WWI).



Xander Berbé (Masterclass Inclusion, panel speaker)

Xander works at Lasso, the Brussels plat-
form for cultural participation, where he helps 
shape Art Inclusive, a project that aims to 
improve cultural participation for people with disabil-
ities. As a wheelchair user and culture 
enthusiast, Xander is committed to lowering barri-
ers and broadening the perspective on participation.

accessibility, including: The Audio Description Platform.

Jeremy De Backer 
(Masterclass Inclusion, 
panel speaker)

A graduate in Art History and Archaeology from the 
Vrije Universiteit Brussel (VUB), Jeremy De Backer 
began his career as Head of the Youth Service in the 
municipality of Evere, before becoming a cultural 
manager.
Jeremy took up his current role as director of 
the Culture division of Eqla (formerly Œuvre Na-
tionale des Aveugles) in 2017. In addition to re-
sponsibility for the three leisure, library and toy 
library services, several partnerships are be-
ing developed to improve cultural



Catherine Lemaire (Masterclass Inclusion, panel speaker)

Since 2008, Catherine has worked as an exhibitor, 
and as a programmer for Kinograph / Cineflagey 
since 2023.
She launched the ‘La PERCHE’ project together with 
her colleagues at Cinécité.

Maren van Loon (Masterclass Inclusion, panel speaker)

I’m Maren, and I live and work in Brussels. I’m the coordinator 
of TOOP, the Brussels branch of MPC Sint-Franciscus. We 
support children, young people, and adults in Brussels with 
intellectual disabilities. One of my missions is to help make the 
rich and diverse cultural and leisure offerings as accessible as 
possible for our clients. I believe that together we can make 
Brussels a better place, and that every space can be a place 
for everyone.



Bulle Decarpentries (Script doctor)

Bulle Decarpentries was born, lives and works in Brussels as 
a scriptwriter and script doctor. She graduated from INSAS in 
2009.
Bulle collaborates with many Belgian directors, such as Nabil 
Ben Yadir, Joachim Lafosse, Manu Payet, Adil and Bilal, 
Emmanuelle Nicot, and many others. The diversity of their 
sensibilities broadens the author’s register, allowing her to 
move from drama to comedy with ease. She has been a 
member of the FWB’s Film Centre for several years.

Perrine Gauthier (A Lamb’s Stew, Work 
in Progress)
Perrine Gauthier has been a producer for over 
10 years now, both in Belgium (Thuristar) and 
France (La Cabane Productions). She 
produced the short film 'Luce and The Rock' 
and the series 'Mush-Mush and the 
Mushables', and has several projects in 
production, like 'A Lamb's Stew,', 'Luce and 
the Rock - the series', and 'Emma Makes 
Waves'.

Joeri Christiaen (A Lamb’s Stew, Work in Progress)

Belgian director Joeri Christiaen directed four 
projects, all produced by Thuristar: a short film, 
850 Meters, a series (based on that short film), 
My Knight and Me, and Mush-Mush and the 
Mushables. He is currently preparing his new 
project A Lamb’s Stew.



Tyler Smith (The Island of the Colorblind, Work in Progress)

Tyler Freeman Smith is a documentary film-
maker from the southern island of Tasmania. 
Working across broadcast television and 
feature films, he is known for his camerawork and 
enthusiasm for people and their stories.



Anton Roebben & Eric Goossens (Outfoxed!, Work in Progress)

Eric Goossens is a co-founder of Belgium's acclaimed animation studio, Walking The Dog, 
established with Anton Roebben in 1999. The studio excels in both traditional and CGI animation, with 
its works including names such as "The Triplets of Belleville" (2003) and "The Secret of Kells" (2010), 
both Oscar-nominated. Its portfolio includes "A Monster in Paris," "The Congress," "Jack and the 
Cuckoo Clock Heart," "Another Day of Life," "Where is Anne Frank," "Richard The Stork 2," and "Fox 
and Hare Save The Forest." Upcoming releases feature "The Magnificent Life of Marcel Pagnol" by 
Sylvain Chomet and "Outfoxed!" by Paul Bolger.

Nelson Polfliet & Sven Spur (Met de noorderzon, Work in Progress)



Anaïs Boudry (Meet The Or-
ganisations - AMPLO)

François Meuleman


